
SECURITY AND CRIME SCIENCE



Join UCL SECReT and become 
part of one of Europe’s leading 
doctoral training centres for 
security and crime science 
research.  

Make contact with organisations 
in your field, carry out real 
world research and build 
valuable relationships with other 
students and academics. As a 
truly multidisciplinary research 
centre, UCL SECReT will give 
you the breadth of knowledge, 
experience and skills that you 
need to pursue your career.

Cover photograph shows SECReT students during a behind-the-
scenes trip to the International Criminal Court in The Hague.



Programme structure
Route A: MRes (1-year) + PhD (3-year) = 4-year programme
During the foundation year, students take three compulsory taught modules, and 
three optional taught modules, worth 15 credits each. To complete the MRes, 
students also undertake a 15,000-word research project, worth 90 credits.

Route B: 3-year PhD programme
On this route, students begin their PhD straightaway (without the foundation 
year) but have the opportunity to audit a number of taught modules, including 
Foundations of security and crime science and Doing research in security 
science, without being assessed. 
For route B, applicants are required to submit a detailed PhD proposal 
as part of their application.
Students on both routes are encouraged to undertake a 3-6 month internship during 
their PhD, and to seek opportunities to find real world applications for their research.

Compulsory modules
•	 Doing research in 

security science

•	 Foundations of security 
and crime science

•	 Research project

•	 Risk and contingency 
planning

Optional modules may include
•	 Horizon scanning and the changing nature of crime 
•	 Perspectives on Organised Crime
•	 Perspectives on Terrorism
•	 Introduction to cybersecurity 
•	 Applied Data Science
•	 International Law and Human Rights*
•	 Anthropology of Politics, Violence and Crime*
•	 Introduction to Machine Learning*
•	 Global Monitoring and Security*
•	 Disaster Risk Reduction in Cities*
•	 Emergency and Crisis Planning*
•	 Making, Designing & Building Connected 

Sensor Systems*
•	 Science Journalism*
•	 …and hundreds of other possibilities from 

around UCL, subject to the below*

*These modules are taught by other departments at UCL and their availability is solely subject to 
the discretion of the module convenor. We cannot guarantee availability in advance.



Research areas
SECReT students come from a range of scientific backgrounds. They work on 
real world problems including radicalisation, terrorism, organised crime, cyber 
security, explosives, baggage screening, forensic analysis, transport security, 
wildlife crime, and sex trafficking. SECReT research falls under four broad areas:

Crime and security analysis
•	 Big data analysis
•	 Ecological modelling
•	 Geographical analysis
•	 Human error analysis
•	 Scripting and process analysis
•	 Social network analysis

Design and technology
•	



SECReT industry partners
SECReT partners comprise a broad spectrum of stakeholders in the 
crime and security world. 

They include the Home Office, SELEX, Rapiscan, L3 Communications, 
Atomic Weapons Establishment, DSTL, Wynyard Group, Metropolitan 
Police, National Crime Agency, British Transport Police, NHS, HP Labs, 
Thales, BAE and BT. 

We welcome partners from across the globe.

mailto:scs@ucl.ac.uk


Funding and scholarships
Students on this programme can be funded in a variety of ways:

They may apply for scholarships* through UCL SECReT 
Please visit www.ucl.ac.uk/secret-phd for details.

They may apply for scholarships elsewhere, e.g. other UCL scholarships 
Please visit www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/scholarships for details

They may be sponsored, e.g. by a commercial or public sector organisation.

They may be self-funded.

Fees are subject to change annually and you can check 
www.ucl.ac.uk/students/fees/pay-your-fees/schedules 
for up-to-date information.

As well as fees, you will need to ensure that you are able to fund your living 
costs for the duration of the programme.

*Scholarships may cover fees only, or stipend and fees.

The SECReT Society
All UCL SECReT MRes 
and PhD students are 
members of the SECReT 
Society – set up by our 
students, for our students. 
The society aims to foster 
a real sense of community 
and support for all, and 
encourages regular social 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/secret-phd
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/scholarships
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/students/fees/pay-your-fees/schedules
https://www.instagram.com/uclsecretsociety/?hl=en


What do our alumni say 
about the programme?
Name
Dr Helen Brayley

Graduated
2013

Current situation
I work in Counter Terrorism at the UK Home Office.

The best bits of the programme!
Getting to work with a wide range of students and academics from 
different backgrounds – it really helped me develop my problem 
solving skills and ability to view things from different perspectives. 

How did the programme help me to further my career
The skills I learnt during my PhD helped me progress to the point 
of getting [my current] job.

Name
Dr Selina Kolokytha

Graduated
2015

Current situation
Physicist engineer working in Radiation Imaging for Security (for an 
international company, based in France). 

The best bits of the programme!
The multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge and 
colleagues, it was very interesting working with students from all 
backgrounds to better understand and improve global security.

How did the programme help me to further my career
My PhD focus led to my current role.
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