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“The future of the high street: mobility 
and accessibility” by Professor Laura 
Vaughan, Space Syntax Laboratory, UCL 
Bartlett School of Architecture
Prof. Vaughan presented results from a four-year study 
into the historical evolution of four outer London town 
centres. Key highlights included:
Å The historical pattern of growth of a centre strongly 
inþuences how it emerges as a focus of activity.
Å Local street networks shape þows of movement and 

activities over time.
Å Diversity in the offer makes smaller centres resilient, 

and competitive with larger centres.
Å A walkable, accessible centre encourages users to 

take part in multiple activities and increase spend.

Å Parallels can be drawn between ecological and 
urban systems: the more varied ecological systems 
are, the more resilient they are.

Factors that will help to ensure the the long-term 
survival of our high streets include:
Å The more and better connected the street network, is 

the more likely it will be a successful high street.
Å Small centres should not be viewed solely as 

‘attractors’, but also as important nodes within 
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Summary of the discussion

Future of the high streets: ľ


