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1.2 Funding 

Since it began, Whitehall II has been supported by over 60 grants from different funding 
bodies including the Medical Research Council (MRC, MR/K013351/1; G0902037); Economic 
and Social Research Council (ESRC, ES/J023299/1); British Heart Foundation (BHF, 
RG/07/008/23674; RG/13/2/30098; PG/11/63/29011); Health and Safety Executive; 
Department of Health; National Heart Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI; R01HL036310), US, 
NIH: National Institute on Aging (NIA; R01AG013196; R01AG034454), US, NIH; Agency for 
Health Care Policy Research (HS06516); and the John D and Catherine T MacArthur 
Foundation Research Networks on Successful Midlife Development and Socio-economic 
Status and Health.   

Currently, the WHII study is supported by grants from the UK Medical Research Council 
(R024227; K013351; G0902037), Wellcome Trust (221854/Z/20/Z), British Heart Foundation 
(RG/13/2/30098), and the US National Institutes of Health (R01HL36310, R01AG013196, 
R01AG056477, R01AG062553)  

1.3 Access to existing WHII data 

The WHII research data are



 

                                                                 Whitehall II Policy for Data Sharing                                                              3 
 

1.4 WHII data available for sharing  

The data collected at one wave will be available to the wider community as soon as the data 
collected at the next wave have been collected, curated and ready for internal analysis. For 
instance, the data from phase 11 were available for data sharing in 2017, which is when the 
data from phase 12 were curated and ready for internal analysis.  

Currently WHII data from phases 1 to 12 are available for data sharing. These are summarised 
in the tables below. For more detailed information, please refer to the data sharing section of 
the WHII website (http://www.ucl.ac.uk/whitehallII), which contains: 

- A data dictionary with variables from data collection phases 1 to 12 (Excel) 

- Copies of the WHII Health Survey Questionnaires (PDF) 

On request we make available documentation not available online, such as copies of other WHII 
questionnaires (FFQ, MMSE, GKQ, cortisol diaries, etc), as well as other study documentation 
such as clinical protocols or syntax of derived variables. 

From the 1st September 2017 we charge a modest fee to cover the administrative costs 
associated with the management and generation of the bespoke datasets. 

The WHII data management and data preservation protocols are in line with MRC 
recommended guidelines (www.mrc.ac.uk/research/research-policy-ethics/data-
sharing/policy/).  

 

1.4.1 Data from self-report questionnaires  

These data are available from phases 1 to 12: 

Family history  

Family: health characteristics 

Family: socioeconomic characteristics 

Health  

ADL 

Birth weight 

CHD 

Diabetes 

General health 

Hospital admissions 

Longstanding illness 

Medication 

Stroke 

Women's health 

Health behaviours  

Diet (FFQ, TFEQ) 

Drinking 

Physical activity 

Smoking 
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Physical functioning  

Balance and Chair Rises 

Walking speed  

Finger Tapping Test, Grip Strength 

Lung function  

 
1.4.3 Validated clinical events  

Self-reported clinical events have been validated using GP and hospital information. 
Prevalence, incidence and person-years are available up to phase 12: 

Cancer  
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2. Application process  
This section describes the process that researchers interested in analysing existing WHII data 
must follow in order to have access to the data.  

2.1 Informal contact 

It is recommended that the prospective data user first contacts the WHII Data Manager,  
(whitehall2@ucl.ac.uk), or a WHII researcher to informally discuss the feasibility of the 
proposed project.  

For genetics projects, please contact Dr Meena Kumari (mkumari@essex.ac.uk).  

2.2 Project Proposal 

Researchers should apply for a project ideally aimed at the publication of one or two scientific 
articles within the first two years. The application requires the submission of two documents 
for initial approval by the WHII research team: 

- WHII Data Sharing Application Form 

- List of WHII variables names needed for the project 

Application form 

The WHII Data Sharing Application Form can be found at the end of this document. The 
applicant should provide the following information: 

- Name, affiliation and main publications of the principal investigator, who should be the 
main applicant. 

- Preferred WHII Contact Researcher, if any. 

- List of all researchers involved in the project and their affiliation.  

- List of outputs from previous projects where WHII data were used by any of the applicants. 

- Details of funding if WHII data are included in the grant application. 

- Scientific hypothesis and the objectives of the proposed study, which should be as focused 
and specific as possible. 

- Planned scientific outputs. 

List of exact variable names 

The variables requested must be consistent with their project proposal. The applicant should 
download the Excel data dictionary from the data sharing page of the  WHII website 
(www.ucl.ac.uk/whitehallII) and highlight the variable names needed for the project.  

PhD projects  

For PhD projects that do not involve a WHII researcher, the main applicant should be the 
Principal Investigat0 g
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Funding 

The applicant should specify whether they are seeking funding to carry out the project and if 
the grant application is partially or totally based in the use of WHII data.  

If the WHII data user wishes to apply for funding once the application has been approved, and 
the grant application references WHII data, the WHII Contact Researcher must be informed 
about the funding application. 

Overall accountability to funding bodies for research projects remains the responsibility of the 
grant-holders. 

2.3 Evaluation of the proposal 

The application form and data dictionary should be sent to the data manager. These 
documents will be evaluated by WHII 
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2.4 Data release 

The WHII Data Manager will aim to provide the dataset and associated documentation within 
two weeks of receipt of: 

- �š�Z�����t�Z�]�š���Z���o�o���/�/�������š�����h�•���Œ�[�•�����P�Œ�����u���v�š signed by the main applicant 

- the detailed list of variables requested 

- the Data Protection registration, if requested (see section 2.4.2). 

- payment of the cost associated with the data release 

The dataset can be supplied in a variety of formats, such as SAS, SPSS, Stata, etc.  

We recognise that further variable requests might be necessary once the preliminary analysis of 
data has started. For these extra requests or any other queries regarding the data, please 
contact the WHII Contact Researcher. Further costs depending on the required extra data 
management time. 

2.4.1 Data anonymisation  

The WHII information has been obtained in confidence from study participants. Preserving the 
confidentiality of the data is of paramount importance. 

The WHII database does not contain any individual identifiers such as names, addresses, 
telephone numbers, NHS 
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the confidentiality of the data in outputs and publications (e.g., tables with small numbers might 
lead to the identification of individuals).The user will indemnify WHII against all losses (whether 
directly or indirectly, reasonably foreseeable or specifically contemplated by the parties), 
damages, costs, expenses (including but not limited to reasonable legal costs and expenses) that 
it incurs directly as a result of: (i) any material breach of terms and conditions by the user; or (ii) 
any negligence or wilful default of the user, provided that WHII agrees to use its reasonable 
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- A precise list of the variables required for the project must be provided to the WHII team. This 
list will be compiled using the Whitehall II data dictionary available on the study website. 

- Major changes to the project will require a new data sharing application. 

- 
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Whitehall II Data Application Form  
 

Please note that a separate application form is required to access WHII Genetics data. 

 
Preferred member of the WHII team to be the WHII Contact Researcher (if any):  

                                                                                                                   .     
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3. PUBLICATIONS 
 
List of the Research Team main publications. 
 
 
 
4. PREVIOUS WHITEHALL II APPLICATIONS  
 
IF you or any of the Research Team members have applied for Whitehall II data, please give details: 
          

Main applicant:  

Application date:  

Project title:  

Resulting publications/outputs: 

 

 
 

5. FUNDING  
 
Do you already have funding to carry out this project (Yes/No)?    
 
If you are planning to seek funding to carry out this project and the grant application is to be partially or 
totally based in the use of Whitehall II data, please give details about the funding application. 
 

Name of funding body:  

Dates:  

Applicant(s):  

Title of grant application:  

 
 

6. RESEARCH PROJECT  
 

6.1 PROJECT TITLE 

 

6.2 SUMMARY 

A brief summary of up to 200 words describing the aims of the study/research project. 

 

6.3 CONTEXT 

Where research is part of a larger programme, please give details. 

 

6.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Full description of the purpose/s for which the data are requested (maximum 4 A4 sides). 

�x Background 
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�x Objectives. Please list clearly: 

1. Exposure 

2. Outcome 

3. Confounders/Adjustment variables 

�x Methodology and planned statistical analyses. 

�x Competing interests 

�x References (max 10) 

 

6.5 PLANNED SCIENTIFIC OUTPUTS 

Intended outputs/publications arising from the use of these data, including abstracts, posters and 
research papers. 

 
 
7. DATA REQUESTED 
 

7.1 DATA FORMAT NEEDED 

Please indicate what format you will be using the data (SAS, SPSS, Stata, csv):



 

                                                                 Whitehall II Policy for Data Sharing                                                              15 



 

                                                                 Whitehall II Policy for Data Sharing                                                              16 
 

Summary of the WHII Data Sharing terms and conditions 

�&�}�Œ���š�Z�����(�µ�o�o���š���Æ�š�U���‰�o�����•�����Œ���(���Œ���š�}���š�Z�������}���µ�u���v�š�����v�š�]�š�o�������^�t�Z�]�š���Z���o�o���/�/���W�}�o�]���Ç���}�v�������š�����^�Z���Œ�]�v�P�_�U�����À���]�o�����o�������š��
www.ucl.ac.uk/whitehallII/data-sharing. 

Application 

- Only the main investigator of the project can apply for WHII data. 

- The applicant and their collaborators must be bona fide researchers with an established scientific 
record, who must conduct high quality, ethical research when using WHII data. 

- A precise list of the variables required for the project must be provided to the WHII team. 

- Major changes to the project will require a new data sharing application. 

- The data will be released upon receipt of the signed data sharing agreement and payment of 
the fee. 

- If the WHII data user applies for funding once the application has been approved, and the grant 
application is based on WHII data, they must inform the WHII Contact Researcher. 

Data usage and security


