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4. Why have I been chosen? 
 
 
You have been chosen because we are interested in patients: 
 

a) who are undergoing bronchoscopy (telescope investigation of the lung) for the 
purposes of obtaining a biopsy;  
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!
If you are a bronchoscopy patient then you will already be having a biopsy as part of your 
bronchoscopy. As you will know, there is a very small risk associated with having a 
bronchoscopy. The risk of an extra biopsy for this study is difficult to estimate but will be 
very small. The most significant risk is of bleeding after a biopsy. You can expect to cough 
up small amounts of blood after a biopsy but if you bring up significant quantities or are 
concerned in any way you should contact the hospital as indicated on the hospital’s 
information sheet for patients who have just had a bronchoscopy. 
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!
There will be no intended clinical benefit to you personally from taking part in the trial. It 
may be that research carried out on the samples you provide will help future patients. 
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!
Some details will be collected about you including your age and sex, a record of your 
personal medical and drug history particularly with reference to lung disease, any relevant 
family history, your smoking history, lung function tests. Details of any lung disease 
including diagnosis, date of diagnosis, method of diagnosis, biopsy reports and clinical 
outcome may also be collected if applicable. 
 
All information which is collected about you during the course of the research will be kept 
strictly confidential.  Any information about you which leaves the hospital will have your 
name and address, date of birth and all identifiable information (including 
patient/hospital/NHS number) removed so that you cannot be recognised from it. University 
College London and University College Hospital will be the organisations involved in 
collecting the data. The principal investigator, Dr Sam Janes, will be responsible for safety 
and security of any data we collect. 
!
If you are agreeable, we will notify your GP of your participation in this project. This is 
standard practice when the GP is not directly involved but is entirely at your discretion.!

!
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When a biopsy is taken as part of this study it is regarded as a donation as a gift and will be 
used in the future for investigations into the molecular changes underlying lung disease.  
 
Any new research will be reviewed by a research ethics committee but consent for future 
studies may only be required if the committee considers that the study is likely to 
substantially effect the subjects interests.  
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As part of the project we will be storing the samples taken to investigate genes and genetic 
pathways potentially involved in causing lung disease particularly lung cancer. As new 
genes or pathways are discovered we may also look at these in the future. This is one of 
the important reasons why we are creating an archive of biopsies of lung tissue.  



 

 

 
There will be no attempt made to use your samples without your explicit consent to 
investigate any disorder, particularly any inherited disorder, other than lung disease.  
 
Only the main investigators will be able to link your DNA to you. This type of data will not be 
shared with any external organisations. 
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!!
 The findings of this project will not affect you personally. 
!
!
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If anything goes wrong you will have a right to complain through the UCLH complaints 
procedure.    
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Your participation in the trial is entirely voluntary.  You are free to decline to enter or to 
withdraw from the study any time without having to give a reason.  If you choose not to 
enter the trial, or to withdraw once entered, this will in no way affect your future medical 
care.  All information regarding your medical records willD pei nDNu S55u r 5’5
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