Report on Global City Policing Conference 16" May 2023

Context:

As part of a joint commitment from academics and police forces to ‘praxis’, the sharing and
interacton of practcal and academic knowledge, the themes of this conference emerged from a
survey of serving police oFcers. Academics at the Department for Security and Crime Science (led by
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the importance of not relying on standalone discrete training days — a cultural change around
thinking about victms requires something more fundamental.

The second session looked at ‘Demand Management’ and how alternatve ways to tackle
vulnerabilites in society could both beter address those vulnerabilites and reduce non-crime
demands on police tme. Again, this proved a tmely session, as just days aferwards the
Metropolitan Police announced that, from 31t August 2023, they will no longer respond to mental
health calls where this is no imminent risk to life. The conference was treated to two fascinatng
presentatons by members of the ESRC Vulnerability & Policing Futures Research Centre Professor
Martn Webber and Dr Dan Birks.

Professor Webber drew on a career in social work to consider the diferent approaches to addressing
mental iliness. He recognised the empirical ambiguity about how much police tme is taken up by
mental health non-crime calls —
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