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This research project has two innovative and interrelated claims regarding this highly 

topical area. On the one hand, it concentrates precisely on the implication of different 

forms of asymmetries in armed conflicts. That is, it seeks to assess how the laws 

that regulate armed conflict, which were devised for “traditional” conflicts between 

states, and for a certain level of military technology, must adjust to contemporary 

conflicts, which are often between states and non-state actors, to new military 

technology, and to tactics such as terrorism, torture and targeted killings –namely, to 

asymmetrical warfare. The analytical approach that will be adopted will isolate and 

consider specifically a number of classic and contemporary concerns, ranging from 
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