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“Co-producing a research project is an approach in which researchers, practitioners 
and members of the public work together, sharing power and responsibility from the 
start to the end of the project, including the generation of knowledge. The assumption 
is that those affected by research are best placed to design and deliver it and have 
skills and knowledge of equal importance.”1

dŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�ĐŽͲƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶƉůĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŵŽƐƚ�





W�'��ϱ

https://www.svri.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-10-08/Learning%20together%20brief.pdf
https://www.svri.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-12-17/learning%20together_spanish_0.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/the-lancet-global-health/vol/9/issue/10
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PUTTING CO-DEVELOPMENT INTO PRACTICE
KƵƌ�ŝĚĞĂůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽŌǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƐŽ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŚŽǁ�ĐŽͲĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�s�t'�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�
be done. 

Who is involved in co-development?
/Ŷ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŽͲĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͘�dŚŝƐ�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĂĐƚŽƌƐ�
ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽͲĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƵŶĨŽůĚ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƵƐ�



W�'��ϳ

ͻ�'ĞŶĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ʹ�ďǇ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĞ�ƌĞĨĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ĨŽƌ�
ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ͕�ƐƚĂƌƚ�Ă�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƵĂůŝƐŝŶŐ�Ă�
͚ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͛�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ͘
dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů͗�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐƐ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ŐĂƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůĞĐƚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�
a proposal.
WĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚŽƌǇ͗�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�ŝŶƐŝŐŚƚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůͲƵƐĞƌƐ͛�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƉŝĐƐ�ĞƚĐ͘�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ůŝĞƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĚŽŶŽƌƐ͘�
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�Ǉ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ�Ɛŝǆ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�ǁŚĂƚ�Ă�ĐŽͲĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�s�t'�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
ĐŽƵůĚ�ůŽŽŬ�ůŝŬĞ͘��ĞŶƚƌĂů�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ĐŽͲĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƉůŝĐŝƚ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͕�ƌĞĐĞƉƟǀĞ�ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�
ŽĨ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉŽǁĞƌĨƵů�ĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ŽǁŶ�ĂƐƐƵŵƉƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ�ǀŝĞǁƐ͘��ŽͲĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ůŝŶĞĂƌ�


