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“Co-producing a research project is an approach in which researchers, practitioners 
and members of the public work together, sharing power and responsibility from the 
start to the end of the project, including the generation of knowledge. The assumption 
is that those affected by research are best placed to design and deliver it and have 
skills and knowledge of equal importance.”1
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https://www.svri.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-10-08/Learning%20together%20brief.pdf
https://www.svri.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-12-17/learning%20together_spanish_0.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/the-lancet-global-health/vol/9/issue/10
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PUTTING CO-DEVELOPMENT INTO PRACTICE
hǳǊ ƛŘŜŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻπŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±!²D ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ 
be done. 

Who is involved in co-development?
Lƴ ŀƴȅ ŎƻπŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ 
ǎƘŀǇŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻπŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŦƻƭŘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎ 
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ω DŜƴŜǊŀǝƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ς ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ 
ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ
¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭΥ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ƎŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ 
a proposal.
tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅΥ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭπǳǎŜǊǎΩ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŜǘŎΦ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƛŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇǊŀŎǝǝƻƴŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƊŜƴ ŘƻƴƻǊǎΦ 
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.ȅ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƻπŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ±!²D ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻπŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ ǊŜŎŜǇǝǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ 
ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƻǿƴ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ /ƻπŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ 


