
Structural Uncertainty 
The conventional method of  quantifying model uncertainty involves 
perturbing the value of  physical parameters within a single climate model. 
Other model choices may also contain uncertainty, yet are unfeasible to 
perturb. An example might be whether the model uses depth or density as its 
vertical coordinate. Multi-model ensembles are one approach to estimate this 
“structural” uncertainty. Comparison of  perturbed physics to multi-model 
ensembles implies ocean model uncertainty has little global impact or that it 
has a significant structural component (Collins et al., 2007). 


