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A note on faith-based organisations and local faith communities
LFCs are religious groups based at the community level, while FBOs are organisations 
�W�K�D�W���R�S�H�U�D�W�H���R�Q���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���D�U�H���D�I�¿�O�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���I�D�L�W�K����
LFCs and FBOs offer different capacities in the humanitarian response to displacement. 

�:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���V�H�F�W�R�U�����W�K�H�U�H���F�D�Q���E�H���D���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���I�R�U���R�Q�H���D�F�W�R�U���W�R���E�H���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G���R�Y�H�U��
the other. At times, humanitarian organisations prioritise LFCs over FBOs as potential 
partners because they represent ‘local’, ‘indigenous’ perspectives, while at other times 
�)�%�2�V���P�D�\���E�H���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�V�H�G���R�Y�H�U���/�)�&�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���V�H�H�Q���D�V���P�R�U�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�����H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W��
and accountable, and able to abide by the rules of neutrality. However, privileging either 
LFCs or FBOs runs the risk of portraying one type as offering ‘good religion’, while the 
�R�W�K�H�U���R�I�I�H�U�V���µ�E�D�G���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�¶�����7�K�L�V���R�Y�H�U�V�L�P�S�O�L�¿�H�V���W�K�H���Y�D�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\���R�I���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���E�H�O�L�H�I�V��
present in humanitarian response.

A Time for Open and Equal Dialogue

Open and equal dialogue between organisations using mainstream secular humanitarian 
frameworks and those guided by religious norms and faith-based values is key to building 
meaningful operational partnerships. 

Dialogue should 1) search for common ground between religious and secular actors’ 
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�‡�����3�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���V�S�D�F�H���I�R�U���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���W�R���O�L�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\��
�‡�������'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���D���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���O�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���I�R�U��

refugees to withstand different forms of suffering;
�‡�����0�D�[�L�P�L�V�L�Q�J���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V�¶���V�H�O�I���V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V����. 

�6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�����������V�����L�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���V�H�F�X�O�D�U���Z�R�U�O�G�Y�L�H�Z�V���D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H��
best suited to achieving these and other aims. However, an open and equal dialogue 
– among and between refugees, LFCs, FBOs, intergovernmental agencies, secular 
humanitarian organisations and other key stakeholders – will provide a space to examine 
key assumptions that exist on the relationship between religion, gender and ways of 
supporting refugees. 

4.  A dialogue to acknowledge the connections between secularism and religion in 
humanitarian responses to displacement
Religious discourses, doctrines and actors were pervasive in colonial and development 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�������W�K���D�Q�G�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�L�U�W�K���R�I��
�W�K�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�H�G���D�L�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�V�W���6�H�F�R�Q�G���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���H�U�D���W�R���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�����������V����
conceptualisations of development and humanitarian action prioritised secular approaches 
as the strongest means to secure democratic political structures, good governance, and 
women’s rights.

This reminds us that:  
�‡�������+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���G�H�H�S�O�\���U�H�O�D�W�H�G�����E�R�W�K���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\��

and/or today, to religious beliefs, principles and practices;
�‡�������7�K�H���V�H�F�X�O�D�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R�G�D�\���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H�G��

as a rejection of the religiosity of humanitarian organisations in the past;
�‡�������7�K�H���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�L�V�P��

has unintentionally prevented dialogue and collaboration with many local organisations 
based in societies where religious identity, belief and practice are widespread;

�‡�������7�K�H���S�D�W�K�V���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�O�D�U���Z�R�U�O�G�Y�L�H�Z�V���D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�O�L�Q�N�H�G����
including because of their common commitment to meeting the needs of refugees;

�‡�������0�D�Q�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�D�L�W�K���E�D�V�H�G���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���G�U�D�Z���R�Q���E�R�W�K��
faith-based and secular sets of values across their work and identity, although secular 
values tend to guide interactions with refugees.

0�+�X�H�Z�|�V�F�L�V�P�F�H�G�Q�Ã�L���³�E�R���E�R�³�����F�W�
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Beyond assumptions: Gender-limiting beliefs and practices
�1�H�L�W�K�H�U FBOs nor secular organisations are automatically ‘conservative’ or ‘progressive’ 
with regards to gender roles and relations. Both secular organisations and religious 
organisations can carry gender-limiting beliefs and practices.15 

For example, a survey of attitudes toward LGBTI asylum-seekers conducted by the NGO 
Organisation for Refuge, Asylum and Migration (ORAM) concluded that FBOs’ views 
on providing services to LGBTI people are no better or worse than the attitudes held by 
secular institutions. 

Nonetheless, discussing LGBTI rights and visibility can at times raise barriers to 
cooperation and dialogue between different groups of secular and faith-based actors. A 
sensitive approach is required to promote dialogue and create spaces for free expression 
of perspectives. 

�:�K�L�O�H���O�R�F�D�O���I�D�L�W�K���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���/�)�&�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���W�R���E�H���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���W�K�D�Q��
secular actors, leaders and LFCs are often well positioned to engage with issues within 
their communities that are considered too sensitive or taboo to openly share with external 
actors.���� ���)�R�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���I�H�P�D�O�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���.�L�N�X�\�X���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���R�I���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G��
�J�H�Q�G�H�U���E�D�V�H�G���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���.�H�Q�\�D���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���W�K�D�W���/�)�&�V���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���D�F�W�R�U�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
trauma counselling in that context.17

UNFPA has also championed the value of working with religious leaders to end the 
practice of female genital mutilation. Its approach has shown how sensitively handled 
partnerships with local religious leaders have led to a fundamental shift “among religious 
leaders, many of whom have gone from endorsing the practice to actively condemning it” 
within their communities.18 

This leads to the broader question:
 
  What are the gender-based power structures that hinder or enable action on gender 

�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����J�H�Q�G�H�U���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����V�H�[�X�D�O���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U��
based violence in a given process of displacement?

These may be power structures between men and women, but also between both male 
and female elders over members of the younger generations, and frameworks espoused 
by males and females of different generations over gender non-conforming individuals and 
groups.

________________

15�����&�L�W�H�G���L�Q���)�L�G�G�L�D�Q���4�D�V�P�L�\�H�K�����(�����D�Q�G���$�J�H�U�����$�������H�G�V������������������Local Faith Communities and the promotion of resilience in 
humanitarian situations�����5�6�&���-�/�,���:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���3�D�S�H�U�����������S����������

����  Ibid.
17�����3�D�U�V�L�W�D�X�����'�����6�������������������³�7�K�H���5�R�O�H���R�I���)�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���)�D�L�W�K���%�D�V�H�G���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�P�R�Q�J���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\���'�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���3�H�U�V�R�Q�V���L�Q��

�.�H�Q�\�D���´��Journal of Refugee Studies��������������������������������
18�����8�1���3�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���)�X�Q�G�����������������)�H�P�D�O�H���J�H�Q�L�W�D�O���P�X�W�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����)�*�0�����I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����8�1�)�3�$���$�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� Available 

at: http://www.unfpa.org/resources/female-genital-mutilation-fgm-frequently-asked-questions#unfpa_

M igration Research Unit
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It is also essential not to make assumptions about the religious identity and subsequent 
religious needs of refugees purely based on their country of origin (as has sometimes 
happened with regard to refugees from Muslim-majority countries).����

Humanitarian organisations should know about religious identities and needs, in order 
to support the dignity and resilience of refugees. However, secular and faith-based 
organisations alike often assume the position that ‘we don’t talk about religion’, often 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���D���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���D�I�¿�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���I�R�U���I�H�D�U��
for being accused of proselytisation. This fear is often particularly acute for FBOs.

Insights from the gender and development agenda 
�:�K�H�Q���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���µ�K�R�Z���W�R���W�D�O�N���D�E�R�X�W���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�¶���Z�L�W�K���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R��
learn from the history of developing approaches to gender mainstreaming: what can be 
learned about how and why we ask about gender? Throughout the work of the Gender 
and Development agenda, we have learned that it is important to have information, and 
that not asking about gender (or religion) is more dangerous; this is because not asking 
questions leads to avoidable mistakes being made. However, another lesson learned from 
GAD is that ‘mainstreaming’ can at times mean that whatever is ‘mainstreamed’ is actually 
ignored, ghettoised or overlooked.

Recommendations: 
�‡�������7�K�H�U�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�S�D�F�H���I�R�U���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���D�Q�G���,�'�3�V���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�R���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��

services in the areas where they are hosted and/or resettled. 
�‡�������*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���J�U�H�D�W�H�U��

�À�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R�����D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R�����W�K�H�V�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V��

8.  A dialogue about gender and local responses to displacement
�7�K�H���S�R�V�W�������������:�R�U�O�G���+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���6�X�P�P�L�W��Charter for Change, and its commitment 
to increasingly support localised humanitarian responses to refugees, leaves open the 
question: which local actors, and with what effect? 

�7�K�H���8�1�+�&�5�¶�V�������������:�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���� provided a clear indication of the 
ways that faith leaders can play a role in supporting the rights of refugees. Faith leaders 
can facilitate access to services, and yet can also act as opinion changers, having the 
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�¶���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V�����D�Q�G��
indeed, of gender relations and inequalities. 

However, faith leaders are differently positioned around the world, at times being part 
of political and State systems, while at other times being part of broader civil society 
networks. Religious tradition dictates the extent to which different religious leaders have
________________

���� �����%�H�D�P�D�Q�����/���*�������6�H�O�E�\�����-�����$�����D�Q�G���%�D�U�U�D�V�����$�������������������³�1�R���0�R�V�T�X�H�����1�R���5�H�I�X�J�H�H�V�����6�R�P�H���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���6�\�U�L�D�Q���5�H�I�X�J�H�H�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���L�Q���&�D�Q�D�G�D���´���L�Q���0�D�Y�H�O�O�L�����/�����D�Q�G���(���.�����:�L�O�V�R�Q�����(�G�V������The Refugee Crisis and Religion: 
Secularity, Security and Hospitality in Question�����/�R�Q�G�R�Q�����5�R�Z�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���/�L�W�W�O�H�¿�H�O�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

 ����   See: �K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���X�Q�K�F�U���R�U�J���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���K�F�G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�������������E���G�H���������Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���D�I�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�D�L�W�K��
leaders.html
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����

�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U�V�����H�T�X�D�O�O�\�����O�H�D�G�H�U�V�¶���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
exposure will impact the ease with which they are able to work effectively with actors 
within the international humanitarian architecture. 

Furthermore, the structures and hierarchies of different faiths and religions are diverse 
and may offer greater or lesser opportunities for pluralism in thoughts, interpretations and 
debates. This includes different opportunities, and openness to change, with regards to 
gender relations, roles and responsibilities. Importantly, just like LFCs, leaders’ opinions 
and attitudes to gender and other key issues can change over time, and they may have 
different stances on a range of issues relating to gender that may not consistently align 
with or go against the preferences of international organisations and agencies.

Who is a leader? Whose leader?
International organisations and agencies may partner with faith leaders who are 
considered to be ‘legitimate’ representatives, and yet these leaders may have little 
outreach with hosting and/or refugee community members. 

For instance, the highest-ranking Muslim leader in the Central African Republic (CAR) has 
developed a strong international presence through his role in the Interreligious Platform 



����

�:�K�L�O�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�F�W�R�U�V���P�D�\���E�H���U�H�D�G�L�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�D�E�O�H�����L�W���L�V���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���V�S�H�Q�G���W�L�P�H���L�Q���U�H�I�X�J�H�H��
and host communities, to observe relationships and interactions, rather than making 
assumptions about who the leaders are in a given community, or how these ‘leaders’ are 
�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���E�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����(�Y�H�Q���L�I���µ�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�¶���D�U�H���H�D�V�L�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�����L�W��
may also be the case that grassroots community organisations are better positioned to 
help overcome the structural barriers and inequalities faced by refugees. 

Gendered access to faith leaders and religious spaces
A study in Irbid (Jordan) conducted by Islamic Relief���� revealed that when Muslim refugee 
women from Syria arrived in Jordan they often approached Muslim faith leaders for 
support, information and comfort, and mosques have often become a new safe space for 
Syrian refugee women and girls to gather, learn and discuss their situations. In contrast, 
�W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\���U�H�I�X�J�H�H���P�H�Q���I�U�R�P���6�\�U�L�D���D�Y�R�L�G���W�K�H�V�H���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R��
view faith leaders and mosques as being part of a political system which they do not trust.

Recommendations: 
Avoid making assumptions about who ‘leaders’ are in communities, and what perspectives 
will be held by ‘leaders’ and ‘community members’ with regards to gender:
�‡�������6�S�H�Q�G���W�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G��

understanding of lived dynamics in the community. 
�‡�������7�U�D�F�H���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����R�U���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���¿�H�O�G�V���W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���D�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q�V.

9.  A dialogue to transcend the assumption that ‘gender’ is synonymous with 
‘women’
Gender is relational, and yet ‘gender’ is often assumed to be a synonym for ‘women’. 
However, it is essential to balance an emphasis on women’s rights and equality, with equal 
attention to addressing problematic and exclusionary constructions of gender identities, 
including problematic constructions of masculinities. 

Religion and the promotion of positive masculinities 
Secular approaches are often assumed to be well positioned to advance the 
empowerment and protection of women. However, there are growing examples of the 
ways that religious traditions are promoting positive non-violent masculinities.���� 

�,�Q���������������I�R�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�I���&�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���P�D�Q�X�D�O���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R��
challenge patriarchy, for use with and by local church communities.����  

_______________

���� �����3�H�U�W�H�N�����,���6���������������� Learning Brief: Gender Study. Conditional Cash Project for Vulnerable Syrian and Jordanian 
Children in Irbid, Jordan�����,�V�O�D�P�L�F���5�H�O�L�H�I���:�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�����$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���D�O�Q�D�S���R�U�J���S�R�R�O���¿�O�H�V���L�U�E�L�G���F�D�V�H���V�W�X�G�\���S�G�I

���� �����)�L�G�G�L�D�Q���4�D�V�P�L�\�H�K�����(�������/�H�Z�L�V�����&�����D�Q�G���&�R�O�H�����*�������������������³�µ�)�D�L�W�K�L�Q�J�¶���*�H�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���5�H�I�X�J�H�H��
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����,�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���6�D�K�U�D�Z�L���5�H�I�X�J�H�H���&�D�P�S�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���&�R�Q�J�R���´���L�Q���.�U�D�X�V�H�����8�����D�Q�G��
Buckley-Zistel, S. (eds) Gender, Violence and Forced Migration. Oxford: Berghahn Books.

���� �����3�H�D�F�R�F�N�����3�����9�����D�Q�G���6�K�H�H�U�D�W�W�D�Q���%�L�V�Q�D�X�W�K�����3������������������Created in God’s Image, From Hegemony to Partnership. Available 
at: http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/churches-promote-new-images-of-masculinity-in-effort-
to-stop-violence-against-women
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Other initiatives to promote positive masculinities and prevent domestic violence through 
mobilising religious discourses have also been developed by international FBOs in active 
partnership with national NGOs, including Trócaire’s partnership with the Ugandan NGO 
�5�D�L�V�L�Q�J���9�R�L�F�H�V������  

Discussions of gender tend to be framed as a ‘zero sum game’, with the implication that 
positive gains for women occur only through a negative loss for men; such approaches 
often fail to secure male support. At its best, religion is able to draw out the spiritual value 
of respecting and honouring women, providing a greater motivation for male support for 
female empowerment. 

In addition to identifying ways in which men can help prevent and address sexual 
and gender-based violence against women, there is also a need for gender-sensitive 
assessments of the particular needs of men and boys with different religious, ethnic and 
�R�W�K�H�U���V�R�F�L�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���P�D�U�N�H�U�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q����

This is particularly important given the extent to which refugee men from the Middle East 
and sub-Saharan Africa are depicted in the media as threatening sexual predators and 
terrorists by virtue of their intersecting gender, religious and ethnic identities.����

Importantly, refugees’ religious and ethnic identities may be imposed by external 
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J���P�D�U�N�H�U�V���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�F�W�X�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������L�Q�G�H�H�G����
refugees from the Middle East are often assumed to be Arab and Muslim, rather than 
recognising the ethnic and religious heterogeneity of refugees from and in the region.����

Recommendations: 
Purposefully aim to identify the particular needs and priorities of refugee men and boys 
through a combination of a gender- and faith-sensitive lens:
�‡�������7�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V�����U�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���E�R�W�K���U�H�I�X�J�H�H��

women and girls, and of refugee men and boys.
�‡�������7�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���Z�K�D�W���U�R�O�H�V�����L�I���D�Q�\�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���I�D�L�W�K���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���F�D�Q���S�O�D�\���L�Q���O�L�I�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

structural barriers that limit the safety and dignity of both women and girls and men and 
boys in displacement situations. 

________________

���� �����7�U�y�F�D�L�U�H���D�Q�G���5�D�L�V�L�Q�J���9�R�L�F�H�V����������������Through the Voice of Faith: Learnings to inspire domestic violence prevention 
through faith institutions�����.�L�O�F�D�L�U�H���D�Q�G���.�D�P�S�D�O�D�����7�U�y�F�D�L�U�H���D�Q�G���5�D�L�V�L�Q�J���9�R�L�F�H�V�����$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W����http://raisingvoices.org/
wp-content/uploads/2013/03/downloads/resources/ThroughtheVoiceofFaithFINALFeb2013.pdf

���� �����)�L�G�G�L�D�Q���4�D�V�P�L�\�H�K�����(�������������������³�7�K�H���I�D�L�W�K���J�H�Q�G�H�U���D�V�\�O�X�P���Q�H�[�X�V�����D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
�W�K�H���µ�5�H�I�X�J�H�H���&�U�L�V�L�V�¶���´���L�Q���0�D�Y�H�O�O�L�����/�����D�Q�G���:�L�O�V�R�Q�����(�����.�������H�G�V����The Refugee Crisis and Religion. London: Rowland and 





����

�‡�������0�D�Q�\���/�)�&�V���O�R�V�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���N�H�\���I�U�R�Q�W�O�L�Q�H��
services to displaced people who cannot be accessed by international agencies.

�‡�������0�D�Q�\���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���U�H�P�L�W�W�D�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G��
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�‡�������&�R�P�E�L�Q�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���D�F�W�R�U�V���Z�L�W�K���R�S�H�Q���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���V�S�D�F�H�V��
relating to religion, secularism and gender. These sessions could productively: 

�� �‡�������3�U�R�Y�L�G�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���D�F�W�R�U�V�����I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V��
for understanding religions in context, not only on the content of religious 
doctrines. This would encourage humanitarian actors not to make and reproduce 
assumptions about ‘religions’ and their doctrines, but to develop an understanding 
of the position and roles of religions in local, national and international contexts.

�� �‡�������(�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���D�F�W�R�U�V���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H���W�K�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���Z�K�L�F�K���H�[�L�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
and across religions, including in terms of how different religious identities and 
traditions are represented, embodied, and practiced in different contexts.

�� �‡�������$�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���D�F�W�R�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�V��
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO DONOR STATES

�‡�������3�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���L�Q�F�R�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�D�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O����
national and local actors should support those in need, while structural barriers 
increasingly prevent LFCs and FBOs from doing so. This is especially the case as 
it pertains to the ambiguit and assumptions underlying terms such as ‘extremism’ 
and ‘terrorist support’. 

�‡�������*�U�H�D�W�H�U���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���U�H�I�X�W�L�Q�J���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J��
ideas linking refugees, and terrorism and extremism. Greater consultation 
with refugees will also facilitate the promotion of refugee policies that more 
appropriately balance the needs of refugees themselves, against the security 
needs of States, thereby addressing the increasing securitization of migration. 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES, NGOS AND THE MEDIA

�‡�������:�R�U�N���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D���W�R���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���G�H�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�L�Q�J���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
refugees. 

�‡�������'�H�Y�H�O�R�S���F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H���W�K�H��
humanity of refugees, and the shared humanity of people of faith and none. This 
should use language and images that humanises refugees, rather than presenting 
refugees as being ‘less than human’ or as people who lack ‘our values’. 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO ACADEMICS, POLICY-MAKERS AND DONORS

�‡�������)�X�W�X�U�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V���F�R�X�O�G���K�H�O�S���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���Q�H�H�G�H�G��
evidence base for subsequent policy development and implementation:

�� �‡��  Document the lived experiences of refugees so that agencies and organisations 
can be better informed of daily realities in issues that concern gender and religion 
for refugees.

�� �‡�������,�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���K�R�Z���U�H�I�X�J�H�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���P�H�Q���G�U�D�Z���R�Q�����Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H���D�Q�G���P�R�E�L�O�L�V�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U��
roles and religious identities to cope and try to live in dignity in displacement 
situations.

�� �‡�������(�[�S�O�R�U�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���I�D�L�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H�����D�Q�G��
examine how to manage religious diversity both within and across humanitarian 
practitioner communities, and displaced communities alike.

�� �‡�������(�[�D�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D���L�Q���V�K�D�S�L�Q�J���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H���R�Q���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V���±���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
�J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�H�U�H�R�W�\�S�H�V���±���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���P�H�G�L�D���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H��
�D�Q�G���D�U�H���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���E�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���P�D�N�H�U�V�����O�H�J�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V����

�� �‡�������8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�I���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G��
processes on refugees. Consulting with refugees themselves and then drawing 
�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H�V���F�R�Q�À�D�W�L�Q�J���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V��
and terrorism is one option for approaching this.
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