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Words you might be unsure about 

You will hear lots of words during the Citizens’ Assembly relating to democracy and different 

parts of the democratic system. Some of these might be unfamiliar to you. Or you might 

have heard them, but be unsure exactly what they mean. 

That’s no problem! We hope that this list will give you some helpful pointers. If you’re still 

unsure, remember that you’re always welcome to ask. 

If you hear words that you think should be added to this list, please let us know. You can 
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Petition – The word ‘petition’ is sometimes used to mean something that people can sign in 

order to express their view on an issue. And sometimes it is used to mean the act of asking 

government to do something. Petitions on the UK Parliament’s petitions website with 

10,000 signatures will receive a response from government, while those with 100,000 

signatures will be considered for debate in Parliament.  

Recall – Recall is the process through which an MP’s constituents can force a special by-

election for that parliamentary seat. In the UK Parliament, the recall process can only begin 

if the MP in question has been sent to prison or found guilty of a serious breach of the rules 

of Parliament. If that happens, a petition is opened that the MP’s constituents can choose to 

sign. If at least 10% of those constituents sign the petition, the MP stops being an MP and a 

by-election is held. Recall was first introduced in the UK in 2015. Since then, there have 

been three recall petitions. Two of those passed the 10% threshold requiring a by-election. 

At each of those by-elections, a new MP was elected. 

Direct democracy – Direct democracy is a form of democracy in which citizens – rather than 

representatives – decide issues, by directly voting on them.  

Referendum – At a referendum, citizens vote directly on an issue. Recent examples in the 
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Parliamentary sovereignty – Parliamentary sovereignty is one of the key principles in the 

UK’s democracy. The term means that the UK Parliament can make or unmake any law, and 

that there is no higher form of authority in the UK.   

Rights – Rights are basic entitlements that each citizen possesses. 




