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Who do we work with?
• The Sharp End

• Local older people from 
Hackney, Haringey, Tower 
Hamlets, Islington, Newham

• Asian Women’s Advisory 
Service

•



Outcomes

Generic Learning 

Outcomes:

• To learn more about the 
museum’s 
collections/themes

• To learn a new skill for 
example art/craft skills

• Changing people’s 
perceptions about the 
museum

• Having fun

• Being creative 

• Exploration, 
experimentation, making

Health and well being:

• Opportunities for lifelong 
learning and keeping 
minds active

• Improving skills –
communication, social 
skills

• Enable people to socialise

• Some projects enable 
participants to be more 
physically active



Sessions
Choices

• Reminiscence and object 
handling sessions

• Tours and talks of the museum

• Craft activities with a talk

• Tailored to needs of the group

Quotes

Participants at Christmas

Workshop enjoyed ‘Learning 

something new and meeting

new people’

‘How the printing process was 

made to seem easy i.e. 

manageable’ 
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Quotes from the group:

‘It is flexible and relaxed. It is 

nice to be in the garden in 

the fresh air and planting 

seeds and watering plants. At 

the same time socialising, is, 

of course a side advantage’

‘Gardening is a pleasant 

activity and we really enjoy 

planting and watering it. When 

they grow we feel happy to 

pluck them.’



Oral History Projects
Memories of Home

Participants said they 

enjoyed ‘friendliness, 

learning new skills, 

remembering’

Armchair Rhythms

Participants said they enjoyed 
‘meeting new people, gaining 
understanding about the people of 



Writers Group

• ‘lovely environment, nice 
group’

• ‘I gained a confidence in 
writing, I didn’t know I 
could do it – now I shall 
carry on and I’m going to 
write a blog of 
reminiscences for my 
family’

• ‘The whole project 
brought sparkle into my 
life’ 



Challenges

• Attitudes to 

organisation

• Communication with 

older people

• Sustainability

• Sensitivity and 

dealing with difficult 

situations



Lessons Learnt

• Trial and error

• Simple activities

• Being flexible 

• Sustainability

• Tea and biscuits!

• Partnership working

• Valuing your audience
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