












What the radical devolution of planning would mean for green belts

n Communities would to be able to consider how land in their regions and
localities should be used to accommodate urban growth and change. 

n They would be able to allocate new land for protection from development if
existing green belt is considered suitable for urban development. 

n While a national plan could contain a commitment to land being allocated
to meet the functions of green belts, it would be left to regional and local
planning forums to decide on specific land allocations. This would be based
on full and open debate on land development needs and aspirations and
on how open space provision could be met. 

n There would be a shift in emphasis away from protecting green belt land
from development at all costs towards allocating land to meet a range of
important regional and urban needs such as flood protection, urban and
peri-urban agriculture, space for open-air leisure and habitats for wildlife
conservation and woodland.

Within such a context, the problems of cities can then be addressed. Effective
spatial planning is needed especially in our major urban areas to reconcile land-use
requirements in relation to employment, housing, transport, waste management and
environmental protection. The recent Greater Manchester Agreement between local
authorities and the UK government, which provides the basis for a statutory spatial
plan and greater devolution of spending powers, represents an approach that
should be extended to other parts of England by right. It would combine city-level
strategic thinking with urban democracy. 
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What land reform would mean for place-making and associated
transport infrastructure

n They would create new opportunities for timely infrastructure investment
and broader investment in place making, avoiding the problems of value
capture through local negotiation.

n There would be greater confidence and clarity over the shared benefits of
development.

n With greater control over land ownership at the local level and regional
funds for public transport infrastructure (generated through value capture),
there is greater potential for creating urban settlements that meet
communities’ transport and broader infrastructure needs while respecting
the environment.

n It would be possible to plan new urban development locations in relation to
public transport infrastructure investment so as to enable more sustainable








